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The Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor 
Education (MAEOE) encourages, engages and empowers our 
community to understand, responsibly use and promote the 
natural world.

Maryland Association for Environmental 
and Outdoor Education



Mission of MAEOE

MAEOE is a non-profit, 
membership association 

promoting environmental 
awareness by serving teachers, 

natural resource managers, 
nature center staff and 

environmental program 
managers with training, 

conferences, publications, 
programs and other resources. 

MAEOE is an affiliate of the 
North American Association of 

Environmental Education 
(NAAEE).

MAEOE serves as a 
professional organization for 
the environmental education 
community. This support of 
Maryland's environmental 
educators enables students 
to explore, investigate and 

act to improve the health of 
their schools and 

surroundings. 

Meaningful change is the goal 
of MAEOE's collaboration with 

other environmental 
organizations to produce high 
quality educational programs 

and equitably promote 
environmental literacy 
throughout Maryland.

MAEOE is… MAEOE does… MAEOE commits to…

https://naaee.org/


MAEOE  DEIJA RESOLUTION:

MAEOE has been and will continue to be committed to 
the intentional integration of principles of diversity, 

equity, inclusion and justice in our work.

We recognize that everyone is unique and that our 
individual differences, including the dimensions of 

race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, 
socio-economic status, age, cognitive and physical 
abilities, religious beliefs, political beliefs, or other 

ideologies makes us a very diverse community.  

MAEOE acknowledges the importance of dismantling 
systems of oppression and injustice that prevent 

equitable access to nature.

Scan Here for Full Resolution





Today’s Goals

● Understand Maryland Green Schools Program’s goals and impacts

● Become familiar with the Green Schools application requirements

● Brainstorm ideas for your Green School application



Agenda

1. Green Schools Program Overview

2. Getting Started

3. Completing the Application: Best Practices

4. School Metrics Survey

5. Objectives 1, 2 and 3

6. Contact MAEOE



What you are doing.          What you’d like to 
do.

Questions.



Nationally recognized, the 
Maryland Green Schools Award 
Program (MDGS) allows schools 

and their communities to 
evaluate their efforts in 

environmental sustainability.



Increased 
Academic 

Achievement

Benefits of 
Becoming a 

Green School

Extensive 
Partnership 

Network

Students 
Become 

Stewards

Supports 
Social/   

Emotional 
Development 

Connections 
to Standards

Evaluation 
of Green 
Initiatives

Recognition 
and 

Distinction 



Why Become a Maryland Green School?

Green School Benefits: Testimonials from PGCPS

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHnf2GG0dmQ


Green Schools….
Promote environmental 
stewardship

Take actions towards 
environmental 
sustinability

Receive instructional 
support

Empower youth



Environmental Literacy In Maryland
Students who are environmentally literate:
Possess the knowledge, intellectual skills, 
attitudes, experience, and motivation to 
make and act upon responsible environmental 
decisions as individuals and members of their 
communities.

2014 Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Agreement
1. Environmental Literacy
2. Student Outcome (MWEE)
3. Sustainable Schools

Code of Maryland Regulation 13A.04.17(COMAR)
1. Every student graduates from high school 

environmentally literate.
2. Environmental literacy in Maryland includes both 

in-school and unstructured experiences for varied 
audiences.



Environmental Education Vision

2014 Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Agreement
1. Environmental Literacy
2. Student Outcome (MWEE)
3. Sustainable Schools

Code of Maryland Regulation 13A.04.17(COMAR)
1. Every student graduates from high school environmentally literate.

2. Environmental literacy in Maryland includes both in-school and 
unstructured experiences for varied audiences.



MDGS School 
Statistics

2022-2023 SY

Update!



Working Together

Green Schools & Center Work Together to:

● Encourage student actions

● Engage community in school activities

● Engage schools in center activities

● Complete application requirements



Getting Started

1. Contact a Green Center or Green Leader.

2. Make a list of green activities.

3. Read the Application Guide and Portal Guide.

4. Review the FAQs.

5. Review the Application Timeline.

6. Review example applications.

https://maeoe.org/uploads/files/2023-2024-Green-Schools-Application-Guide-Final-08312023.pdf
https://maeoe.org/uploads/files/2023-2024-Online-Portal-Guide.pdf
https://marylandgreenschools.org/faq
https://marylandgreenschools.org/getting-started
https://maeoe.org/green-schools-and-green-centers/green-schools-program/green-centers-application


Maryland 
Green Schools 

Application

Application Guide
https://tinyurl.com/muzrk74a



Green Schools 
Application:

Application Period:

● NEW School: 2 years 
(Fall 2022- Spring 
2024)

● RECERTIFYING: 4 
years 
(Fall 2020- Spring 
2024)

● $75 ITA Fee: Due December 15, 2023
● School Summary
● Top 5 Accomplishments
● Goals: (applications 4, 5 and beyond only)
● School Metrics Survey
● Objectives 1, 2 and 3

Application Submission Window:
December 15, 2023- March 1, 2024

Complete on the Online Portal:

Applications Due 3/1/2024!



NEW THIS YEAR! Application Submission Window

RECERTIFYING SCHOOLS have the option to submit their application 
during the December 15, 2023 - March 1, 2024 submission window. 

● Future actions: capped at two events/actions and require a letter or 
email from an administrator stating the action is planned and will be 
executed.  

● Current school year actions and instruction must be shown.
● No early announcement:  Announcements for all successful schools 

will be Earth Day regardless of when the application is submitted.

NEW SCHOOLS are not eligible to submit before March 1. 



Best Practices

● Collaborate! Collaborate! Collaborate!
● Find a collection system that works:

○ Shared folder, multiple user accounts on portal, etc.
● Detailed descriptions
● Environmental and sustainability-focused
● Documentation is key!



STRONG Documentation
Photos- active participation
Student work/reflections
Dated correspondence
Agendas
Certificates of attendence

Captions for all documentation 
are required!!

Student Work SampleStaff Meeting Agenda

Photo

Agenda of the 1/25/23 Greenschools 
Meeting. 

Example of infographic created by students 
about climate change in Spanish class. 

Students building 
the bird houses.



WEAK Documentation
Do Not Include:

Photos of a project without 
students OR without student 
action being evident. 

Partner’s Logos

Web Images

Lesson Plans/ Blank Worksheets



School Metrics Survey
● Quantify impacts of green actions
● Align with sustainability practice categories (Obj. 2)

1. Water Conservation/ Pollution Prevention
2. Energy Conservation
3. Solid Waste Reduction
4. Habitat Restoration
5. Structures for Environmental Learning
6. Responsible Transportation
7. Healthy School Environment
8. Community/ Citizen Science

Tip:
Complete school metrics 
survey LAST using 
information from the 
application.



Overview of Application Objectives

Objective 2
Student-Driven 

Sustainability Practices
Student environmental 

actions and practices are 
planned,  implemented, 
and/or led by students.

Objective 3
Community Partnerships
Community partnerships 

help schools to build 
successful, long-term 
sustainable practices.

Objective 1
Systemic Sustainability

Schools participate in 
environment issue 

instruction, professional 
development and behavior 

change to promote 
environmental education 

and sustainability.



Objective 1: Systemic Sustainability



● ES/MS: one example of instruction/ 
grade

● HS: one example of instruction in at 
least 4 subject areas

Objective 1.1: Environmental Issue Instruction

Demonstrate that outdoor, 
environment- based instruction is 
occurring through hands-on, authentic 
lessons on environmental issues.



Objective 1.2: Professional Development

● 1.2.1 All staff is aware of the Green 
School application process

● 1.2.2 Teaching staff must participate 
in EE PD (minimum of 10% of 
teachers)

● 1.2.3 Additional Professional 
Development (Optional)

Demonstrate that all school staff know about the 
MAEOE Maryland Green School application, AND 
that staff is actively preparing to support your 
school district’s environmental literacy plan.



Objective 1.3.1: School-Wide Environmental Behavior Change 

Examples:
○ Staff car-pooling initiatives 
○ Installation of energy efficient lighting
○ Paper-use reduction through electronic 

communication and double-sided copying

Behavior changes that promote sustainability and are 
brought about through non-student driven practices.



Objective 1.3.2: Systemic Partnership 

● Partnerships:Physical Facilities, Sustainability 
Office, Food and Nutrition Services

● Examples: waste reduction plan support by 
sustainability office/physical facilities, 
environmentally-focused event organizsed and 
run by a district office, etc. 

Demonstrate one partnership within 
the school system that supports an 
aspect of MD Green School Program. 
This partnership must be beyond your 
individual school.



Objective 1.4: Celebration

Demonstrate celebration from at least one school-wide, annual environment event. 

Examples:
○ Community/family event celebrating accomplishments
○ Participating in Earth Day celebration
○ International Walk-to-School Day



Any questions about Objective 1?



Objective 2: Student-Driven Sustainability Practices



Meeting the Objective 2 Requirement: Examples

Eight actions in three or more categories. 

Example 1

2 actions in Obj 2.1
3 actions in Obj 2.2
3 actions in Obj 2.4

Example 2

1 action in Obj 2.1
1 action in Obj 2.2
1 action in Obj 2.3
1 action in Obj 2.4
1 action in Obj 2.5
1 action in Obj 2.6
1 action in Obj 2.7
1 action in Obj 2.8

Example 3

2 actions in Obj 2.3
2 actions in Obj 2.5
2 actions in Obj 2.6
2 actions in Obj 2.8

8 ACTIONS
3 PRACTICES

8 ACTIONS
8 PRACTICES

8 ACTIONS
4 PRACTICES



Indoor and outdoor water usage and pollution prevention:

Objective 2.1: Water Conservation/Pollution Prevention

● Rain gardens
● Storm drain stenciling
● Install, paint, and/or use rain barrels
● Litter clean-up while learning about protecting 

waterways
● Conduct erosion control projects

○ Installing riparian buffer zones; planting trees



Objective 2.2: Energy Conservation

● Student-made reminders to turn off 
lights and devices

● Classroom jobs to save energy
● Calculate school’s carbon footprint and 

take action to reduce footprint
● Reseach and share “Energy Saving 

Tips” on morning announcements. 

Identify and implement solutions to reduce energy use:



Objective 2.3: Solid Waste Reduction

Resource use, waste disposal and waste management:

● Recycling drive for ink cartridges, cell phones

● Set up outdoor composting

● Create labels for recycling stations

● No-waste lunch days

● Upcycling artwork



Objective 2.4: Habitat Restoration

Native plant and animal habitat restoration: 
● Plant native trees/shrubs/perennials

● Install bird, butterfly, or bat boxes

● Remove invasive species

● Construct oyster reef habitat balls



Objective 2.5: Structures for Environmental Learning

Use of structures for environmental learning:

● Informational signage
● Tree/plant identification
● Outdoor classrooms
● Create/maintain vegetable gardens



Objective 2.6: Responsible Transportation

Promote sustainable transportation practices:

● Carpooling programs
● Create signage for no-idle zones
● Analyze carbon footprint using schoolyard 

report card
● Go on walking field trips or use public 

transportation
● Attend the annual “Walk to School” day



Objective 2.7: Healthy School Environment

Promoting healthy changes and choices:

● Promote the use of indoor plants

● Create or promote natural cleaners

● Participate in healthy local foods programs

● Organize an outdoor running or health club 



Objective 2.8: Community/Citizen Science

● Share the purpose and data of a project
● Find solutions to water runoff
● Collect data and submit the data online
● Take surface temperature measurements  and 

demonstrate positive impact of shade from trees 
and other vegetation

Practice aspects of community and citizen science, or participate 

in projects:



Any questions about Objective 2?



Objective 3: Community Partnerships and 
Special Recognition



Objective 3.1.1: School Active in the Community 

● Off-site environmental service projects
● Used-clothing drives
● “Terrapins in the Classroom” project
● Fundraiser for environmental projects
● Letter writing campaign 
● Green Festivals

Actions and projects that support/ involve the community completed with 
partnership support.



Objective 3.1.2: Partner Active in the School

● Green Leader comes into the school 

● Partner comes in to help with an 
environmental project

● Receive a grant for a school 
environmental project

● Environmental speaker visits

Outside partner comes into the school to support initiatives or provide 
additional educational oppurtunities.



Objective 3.2 Awards and Recognition (Optional)

● Examples:
○ LEED Certification
○ National Award (i.e., Green Ribbon, 

Eco-Schools USA)
○ Specific student/group recognition

Awards or recognitions for sustainable practices or promoting awareness 
of environmental issues



Any questions about Objective 3?



What happens after I submit the application? 

1. Reviewed by three reviewers

2. If there are any questions or concerns, MAEOE will contact you to make 
any necessary changes

3. Announcements made on Earth Day, Monday April 22, 2024. 



Fall Transportation Funding Available!

Apply Here:
https://www.surv
eymonkey.com/r/

8J76FH8 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8J76FH8
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8J76FH8
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8J76FH8


Upcoming Events

Green School Application Virtual Portal Training: 
9/27 and 10/26, 4:00- 5:00 pm

Green School and Center Application Question Office Hours:
10/4, 10/10, 10/30 and 11/9, 3:30- 5:00 pm

Intent to Apply Due
December 15, 2023

MAEOE Conference
Towson Sheraton, Towson, MD
February 8-11, 2024

Maryland Green Schools Youth Summit:
Sandy Point State Park
Thursday, May 30, 2024

More Info Here:
https://tinyurl.com/3tjw

j254 
 

https://tinyurl.com/3tjwj254
https://tinyurl.com/3tjwj254


Contact Info
For Green School 
application questions, 
email: 
applications@maeoe.
org. 

For funding questions, 
email: 
grants@maeoe.org 

Click on the link in the chat or 
scan the QR code if you haven’t 
signed in yet. 

This helps us with our required 
reporting for the State 
Appropriation Funding we 
receive.

https://forms.
gle/kL2EjGQ9
r5eLpBdX8 
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